Daily Report— 


Africa 
(Sub-Sahara) 


FBIS-AFR-87-248 
Monday 
28 December 1987 


Daily Report 


Africa (Sub-Sahara) 
FBIS-AFR-87-248 CONTENTS 28 December 1987 
EAST AFRICA 
Ethiopia 
Berhanu Leads Delegation to Djibouti ...................ccccccccccccecceecceeesceeeesceesseeeseeeeeeseeeseeceeeeseeeneeeeeneeeeeeees l 
Commissioner Urges More International Relief Aid ...................ccccccccceccececseesseeecececeeeceeeeeceeeseeeeeeeeeeeeees l 
Kenya 
Further Reportage on Border Tension With Uganda .....................cccccccceesseeeeeseeessneeeteeeeeneceeeesceteaeeneeeneees l 
Moi, Museveni To Meet; Border “Cabin? ....................ccccccccecccesceesseessecsecesseeceeeeeceeeeensceceeceneneseeeenees l 
 § anna N Ee l 
Somalia 
Iranian Delegation Holds Talks on Gulf, Horm 0..................ccccccccesccesscessteeeteeseeesseceeeeceeeeeeeereneeeceeeeeeeeeeees 2 
DUET cxnisssccspnnmeesnessseennnmnenmamnnnimnenmmenannntinenimmntianmaiion 2 
Uganda 
Further Reportage on Border Tension With Kemya ..................:cccccccccssesseessesseeseeseeeeeeeeeceeeeeeneeneeeneeeeeseees 2 
Energy Mimister on Fuel Shortage  .......................ccccccssesssescesseeesseesseseceseeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeneneeeseeeaeeerseseess 2 
Museveni Receives Algerian Amabassador 24 Dee .................0.ccccccccceessscessseesseeeeeseeeeseeeecenenseeeeeseeeeeeeeeess 2 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 
Angola 
UNITA Seizes Munhango, Benguela Rail Link /SAPA] 000.0..........c.ccccccssssessseseeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeseeeneeees reaene 3 
Mozambique 
Renamo Continues To Hold 13 Foreign Hostages [Lisbon] ..............ccccccccccsssssseeeseeeeseeeeseeeesseeeeceeeeeseees 3 
Renamo Rebels Kill 8 Civilians in Convoy Attack [AFP] ..........ccccccccsssssssssssessesesesseeessseesensersseeseneeenees 3 
Republic of South Africa 
Pik Botha Says Mozambique Holds Helicopter Crew 20..............cccccseeeeeseesceceseeseeeeeeseceeseeeneeeeeseeessesenees 3 
SEP CRD CUEED JUUUIIT cccusssssssesssossnsenesscosetensesoeseencerscocesnesnsensecsnssecorensnnessoecocnacooessnenesenneenesenenan 4 
P.W. Botha Christmas Message Broadcast ..................:ccccssccssseesseseeeeeeeseesesseeseeeeaeeeees cxcsesumnuenmtessetannans 4 
Commentary Welcomes End of Lengthy Drought ..................ccccccssscessssesesseessseesseeeeeseeeseeeaeeeseeeseeesensenes 5 
Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 24 Dec ..........:..ccccccesssssssssesceccessessessessensessseseeeeseeeeecsesesesseseeseseeeenees 6 
TCT IEETID cssscnssssseumesustueemmiemntnennterweentnntannetsinnescesetesteneenneneenneenieneneeneeedeaete 6 
DI? MEP,  cssccusesssessessessenensuseuntesibenseeenseredunseumpensesnvecsesnsesvequunecsnessencenwnesineniee 6 
UCIT ET UD | cesccssmncsnscesencnrnasnenennehuianinenennnenienneuenenreennnsineuenneennenenenennceneeensnnenseeuulinn 7 
Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems  ...................ccccccssessceseeeseeeeseeceeseeseeeeseeeeeeeeeeseeeeeseeeseeseeeees 7 
PEED CT TI ED ccccesscevcensnsecescencccenessscnsneccecnsnsesnsnennteenecososeonsscssosscecsetoorssooneconsesonnteseneeene 7 
Zimbabwe 


ZAPU Official Asserts Party ‘Not Swallowed’ /SAPA] .......cccccccsccssssssseseesessesesscssesessesenseseeesesssensessenenes 8 


FBIS-AFR-87-248 


28 December 1987 2 Africa (Sub-Sahara) 
WEST AFRICA 
Burkina 
Compaore to Visit Togo, Niger 26-30 Dec (Africa No I] 9 
Arrives in Bemin 26 Dec ..............cccccccescesceseeseeecensensceeseeeeeeeeeeees 9 
‘Triumphal Welcome’ in Lome . 9 
Returns From Benin, Togo 27 Dec a 10 
Compaore, Eyadema Comment on Visit 10 
Joint Commission Meeting With FRG Ends in Bonn... 10 
Communist Group Protests Members’ Arrests /AFP) ........ 10 
Ghans 
Asamoah Cited on Foreign Policy, Ties With Togo 11 
Guinea 
Soviet Union Donates 2 Patrol Boats to Navy 11 
Ivory Coast 
‘Rigor,’ ‘Austerity’ Denote 1988 Budget 11 
Mali 
National Assembly President Meets Arab Diplomats 12 
1988 Draft Budget Expected To Run Deficit 12 
Niger 
Burkina’s Compaore Arrives for Visit, Commen.s 13 
1983 Coup Plotters Said Allowed To Return Home [Africa No 1] 13 
Senegal 
Police Seek ‘Security Network’ With The Gambia /PANA/ 14 
Gambian Party Delegation Arrives for Consultations 14 
Togo 
Eyadema Returns From Antibes, Paris 19 Dec 14 
Eyadema Meets GUNT Official, U.S., French Envoys .... 14 


FBIS-AFR-87-248 


28 December 1987 
Ethiopi 
Rerhanu Leads to Djibouti 


EA271743 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 
1000 GMT 27 Dec 87 


[Text] A delegation led by Comrade Berhanu Bayeh, 
member ofthe WPE Central Committee Political Bureau 
and foreign minister, left for Djibouti today to attend the 
second meeting of the Joint Ministerial Advisory Con- 
ference of the PDRE and the Republic of Djibouti. 


Prior to departure, Comrade Berhanu made a statement 
and said that a number of agreements had been con- 
cluded at various times to strengthen existing relations 
between the two countries in the economic, political, and 
social spheres, and particularly :m transport and trad>. 


Comrade Berhanu added that the implementation of 
these agreements are assessed by the Joint Ministerial 
Advisory Conference every year. This time, the accom- 
plishment of tasks in various spheres since the holding of 
the first conference will be assessed, and the problems 
encountered and solutions to consiraints will be consid- 
ered. New areas of cooperation will also be discussed. 


Comrade Berhanu noted that bilateral relations had been 
promoted since Djibouti gained independence, particu- 
larly in the areas of trade and transport. He said that 
visits by the leaders of the two countries had enabled 
closer relations between the peoples to be estabiished 
and had enhanced cooperation in all spheres. The dis- 
cussions at the joint conference will create favorable 
conditions for expanding these relations, Comrade Ber- 
hanu further stated. [passage indistinct] 


The delegation led by Comrade Berhanu includes Com- 
rade Tedese Gebre Kidan, :aember of the WPE Central 
Committee and foreign trade minister, and Comrade 
Asegid Wolde Amanuel, transport and communications 
minister. The delegation was seen off at Bole Interna- 
tional Airport by Comrade Haily Yimenu, member of 
the WPE Central Committee political bureau and vice 
prime minister. 


Commissioner Urges More International Relief Aid 
EA242333 Addis Ababa in Amharic to Neighboring 
Countries 1600 GMT 24 Dec 87 


[Text] Comrade Commissioner Berhanu Jembere has 
once again called on the international community to 
extend additional aid through the relief and rehabilita- 
tion commission so that the alarming drought problem 
can be controlled before it results in a great disaster. 


The comrade commissioner held a news conference in 
which he said that donors should render their assistance 
to issues and areas to which the commission gives 
priority, instead of earmarking it for those for which 
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support is limited and for individual projects. He added 
that this would make it possible to render the aid on the 
basis of the volume and type of problems experienced by 
the drought victims. 


He stated that, in the efforts being made to contain the 
drought problem prevailing in the country before it 
results in a great disaster, joint humanitarian activities 
with the PDRE Government are being strengthened. 


The comrade commissioner spoke about the volume of 
aid required to contain the problem and said that since 
last August the volume of aid pledged to the commission 
and nongovernmental organizations for 1988 amounted 
to 311,917 tonnes of grain and supplementary food. 


The comrade commissioner said that at present thc 
necessary conditions were being prepared to deliver the 
aid to the areas of the drought victims and to distribu- 
tion centers set up in different places. 


Kenya 
Further Reportage on Border Tension With Uganda 


Moi, Museveni To Meet; Border ‘Calm’ 
EA272015 Nairobi KNA in English 1755 GMT 
27 Dec 87 


[Text] Nairobi 27th Dec—The Kenyan Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs said this evening that H.E. President Daniel 
Arap Moi will meet Picsident Yoweri Museveni of 
Uganda tomorrow morning at Malaba. 


A statement from the ministry said the border has so far 
remained calm and that trucks are crossing normally 
except that some drivers fear because some of their 
colleagues have been harassed and killed in Uganda. 


Moi, Museveni Hold Talks 28 Dec 
EA281159 Nairobi Domestic Service in English 
1000 GMT 28 Dec 87 


[Text] His Excellency President Daniel Arap Moi and 
President Yoweri Museveni of Uganda met at Malaba 
this morning and discussed issues centering on security, 
especially at the common border. 


On the Kenyan side, the talks were attended by the 
minister for foreign affairs, Dr Zachary Onyonka; a 
minister of state in the office of the president, Mr Justus 
Ole Tipis; the head of the public service and secretary to 
the cabinet, Mr Joseph Arap Leting; a permanent secre- 
tary in the office of the president, Mr Ezekiel Oyugi; the 
permanent secretary in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Mr Bethwel Kiplagat; three provincial commissioners, 
Mr Mohamed Haji, Amos Bore, and Julius Kobia; and 
the principal immigration officer, Mr Milton Ole 
Ncharo. 
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On the Ugandan side, the talks were attended by four 
Ugandan ministers: Mr Kirunda-Kivejinja, of the Min- 
istry of Transport; the minister for foreign affairs, Mr 
Ibrahim Mukiibi; the minister for energy, Mr Bidandi 
Ssali; and the minister of state in the office of the 
president, Mr Balaki Kirya. 


Somalia 


Iranian Delegation Holds Talks on Gulf, Horn 
EA271445 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 
1400 GMT 26 Dec 87 


[Excerpt] Comrade Dr Muhammad ‘Ali Hamud, the 
acting SDR foreign minister, this morning received in 
his office here in Mogadishu an Iranian delegation 
headed by Mohammad Hoseyn Lavasani, director gen- 
eral of the Africa and Asian desk of the Iranian Foreign 
Ministry, who is on a brief visit to Somalia. 


Dr Hamud and the Iranian delegation discussed rela- 
tions between the two countries, the Gulf, and other 
tensions prevailing in the world at large. Dr Muhammad 
‘Ali Hamud explained to the Iranian delegation the SDR 
position on the war between the two Muslim nations of 
Iran and Iraq. Dr Muhammad ‘Ali Hamud said that the 
SDR believes in the immediate stopping of the war 
because it is not in the interests of the two Muslim 
nations and the Muslim world at large for the war to 
continue. 


The acting SDR foreign minister, Comrade Dr Muham- 
mad ‘Ali Hamud, further explained to the Iranian dele- 
gation the SDR’s position on the crisis prevailing in the 
Horn of Africa and the SDR's belief that the war should 
be ended through peaceful negotiations which would 
enable all concerned to reach a lasting solution. Comrade 
Dr Muhammad ‘Ali Hamud added that to put an imme- 
diate end to the crisis in the Horn of Africa would be in 
the interests of the people living in the area and the Horn 
of Africa region as a whole. [passage omitted] 


IRNA Notes Lavasani Talks 
LD271752 Tehran IRNA in English 1608 GMT 
27 Dec 87 


[Text] Tehran, Dec. 27, IRNA—lIranian Foreign Minis- 
try Director-General for Arab and African Affairs 
Hoseyn Lavasani conferred with Somalia’s acting for- 
eign minister Muhammad ‘Ali Hamud in Mogadishu 
Saturday evening. 


Talks were held at the meeting on Tehran-Mogadishu 
relations, the Iraqi-imposed war, international issues as 
well as matters concerning the Horn of Africa. 


The delegation is the first ever from the Islamic Republic 
to visit Somalia during the past seven years. 
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Uganda 
Further Reportage on Border Tension With Kenya 


Energy Minister on Fuel Shortage 
EA242230 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 24 Dec 87 


[Text] The minister of energy, Mr Bindandi Ssali, has 
expressed regrets at the inconvenience caused by the 
absence of fuel to the general public during this Christmas 
period. 


In a statement issued in Kampala this evening, the minister 
said although it has been declared that the border had been 
oy ened, the government has up to now found it difficult to 
have fuel come across the Kenyan border. The amount that 
is coming in through Dar es Salaam has been reserved in 
case the border closure continues longer than we anticipate. 


But the minister said the government has every hope that 
within the next few days the country would be albe to 
receive enough quantity and be able to ration part of it to 
the general public. 


Mr Bidandi Ssali assured everybody that all efforts to find 
an alternative have been intensified and a solution would be 
found. He appealed to everyone to understand and appre- 
ciate the siiuation. 


Niuseveni Receives Algerian Amabassador 24 Dec 
1.A241922 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1400 GMT 24 Dec 87 


[Text] President Yoweri Museveni has received a special 
message from President Chadli Bendjedid of Algeria. The 
message was delivered today to Mr Museveni by the Alge- 
rian ambassador to Uganda, [name indistinct], at State 
House, Entebbe. 


During the meeting, President Museveni briefed him on 
relations between Uganda and Kenya. He said Uganda is 
striving to ensure that the conflict is resolved through 
dialogue, and informed the envoy that the decision taken by 
the NRM Government to settle the conflict through dia- 
logue had shown some progress. Mr Museveni stressed that 
the NRM Government believes in discussing problems. 


The Algerian ambassador commended President Muse- 
veni's appreciable [as heard] handling of the Uganda-Kerya 
conflict. He stressed that Kenya and Uganda are one, and if 
they have a problem it can be handled through diplomatic 
channels. 


Uganda and Algeria have signed a number of agreements to 
promote trade between the two countries. An Algerian 
delegation is expected in Uganda early next month to follow 
up the contracts. 


Present was the minister of foreign affairs, Mr Ibrahim 
Mukiibi. 


Angola 


UNITA Seizes Munhango, Benguela Rail Link 
MB261706 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1705 GMT 
26 Dec 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 26 SAPA—UNITA this week 
Captured the strategically important town of Munhango 
in central Angola from the MPLA government, SABC 
TV news reported. 


The attack, thai lasted for about 90 minutes, was 
launched before dawn on Tuesday when mortars were 
fired on the town. Nine hundred UNITA soldiers carried 
out the attack, with the help of four Russian tanks. 
Twenty MPLA soldiers were shot dead, and the rest fled, 
the SABC said. A hot pursuit operation was continuing 
to “wipe out” the remaining forces. 


A large amount of Russian weaponry was captured in the 
attack, described by UNITA leaders as “extremely suc- 
cessful”. A Russian helicopter gunship was destroyed. 


An attack commander said UNITA was “very happy” 
because the village was the birth place of the UNITA 
leader, Dr Jonas Savimbi. The morale of the UNITA 
movement was described as “very good”’. 


The UNITA commander said he knew of two dead and 
12 wounded among UNITA forces He added there has 
been 953 FAPLA troops in the town. 


Munhango is alongside the Benguela railway line. Its 
capture put UNITA in a position to control large por- 
tions of the Angolan Provinces of Zaire and Zambia 
[place-names as received], as well as the harbour town of 


Benguela. 


The capturing of the Benguela railway line also strength- 
ened UNITA’s hold on the economy of Angola, SABC 
TV news said. 


The MPLA had tried for some time, with outside finan- 
cial help, to reopen the line. 


Mozambique 


Renamo Continues To Hold 13 Foreign Hostages 
LD252054 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 25 Dec 87 


[Text] Portuguese hostages are still being held by 
Renamo, according to a Portuguese man who recently 
escaped from a Renamo camp. For reasons of safety he 
wishes to remain anonymous. In statements to the LUSA 
news agency in Coimbra, the man expressed particular 
concern about the fate of Sergio de Oliveira Campos and 
one of his sons, who were captured by Renamo last 
February and are said to remain in captivity. The man, 
who was captured 30 April, escaped from a rebel base in 
Nampula Province. 
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Recently, foreign journalists who visited areas of 
Mozambique controlled by Renamo said that at least 13 
people of various nationalities are still being held in the 
rebel bases they visited. The journalists said they were 
not allowed to speak to the hostages. 


Renamo Rebels Kill 8 Civilians in Convoy Attack 
AU281030 Paris AFP in English 1024 GMT 28 Dec 87 


[Text] LISBON, Dec 28 (AFP) - At least eight civilians 
were killed and several injured on Thursday when a 
convoy was attacked by Mozambican National Resis- 
tance (Renamo) rebels in northern Mozambique, a mil- 
itary spokesman said Monday in Maputo. 


The spokesman, quoted by the Portuguese news agency 
LUSA, added that some 30 Renamo guerrillas attacked 
several unescorted cars on a road between Nampula and 
Namialo, in the north of the country. 


Republic of South Africa 


Pik Botha Says Mozambique Holds Helicopter Crew 
MB271637 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1631 GMT 
27 Dec 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 27 SAPA—A South African 
helicopter sent to assist in the search for the wreckage of 
the “SAA [South African Airways] Helderberg” off Mau- 
ritius, and which has been missing since Thursday, has 
been spotted on Bazaruto Island in the vicinity of 
Vilanculos, the minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, 
told SABC-TV news today. 


The minister said information had reached him this 
afternoon the four-man crew had been arrested and he 
was in contact with the Mozambique Government to 
secure their release. 


Mr Botha said in a statement that a few days ago the 
Department of Transport arranged with a Cape Town 
company, Court Helicopters, to fly a Sikorsky helicopter 
to the area where the “Helderberg” disaster had occurred 
in order to assist with the navigational system which the 
department had introduced and also to provide quick 
passage for staff between the three radio navigation 
points set up in the area. 


The helicopter was manned by Mr J. da Costa, Mr D. 
Shirley, Mr B. Sutter and Mr K. Zebrt, and the flight 
plan was for it to join the “SAS Taielberg” which was on 
its way to the vicinity of the Comoros Islands. The 
helicopter was to fly northwards along the coast of 
Mozambique to Nampula, from where it would cross the 
sea to the Comoros and join the “Tafelberg”’. 


Mr Botha said that on December 23 permission was 
obtained from the Mozambican authorities for a flight 
plan over Mozambique territory to make contact with 
the ““Tafelberg” possible. 
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“The helicopter arrived at Maputo on the morning of 
December 24, and the crew worked out their further 
flight in detail with the relevant Mozambican authori- 
ties. This amounted to the following: The helicopter 
would leave Maputo at | 1am on December 24 and land 
on Magaruque Island in the vicinity of Vilanculos at 
12.45pm on the same day for the crew to overnight, after 
which it would have left the island at 3.30pm to arrive in 
Beira at 4.30pm.” 


Mr Botha said that during the course of December 25 the 
helicopter would have left Beira for Nampula, where it 
would have taken in sufficient fuel to undertake the 
flight to link up with the “Tafeiberg”’. 


However, after the helicopter had left Maputo on 
December 24 there was some anxiety because it had not 
arrived at Beira in accordance with the time schedule. 
Meanwhile, arrangements had been made for aircraft to 
search for the helicopter. 


“A report reached me this afternoon that the helicopter 
has been spotted on Bazaruto Island and that the crew 
have been detained. It is not clear to me why they were 
arrested,” Mr Botha said. 


“I am in contact with the Mozambican Government in 
order to obtain their release. I trust that any misunder- 
standing which may have arisen as a result of this matter, 
can be cleared up as early as possible and I am personally 
prepared to travel to Maputo to iron out any further 
problems.” 


Crew Soon Free 
MB280602 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0500 GMT 28 Dec 87 


[Text] The crew of a South African helicopter detained 
in Mozambique is to be freed. South African Foreign 
Minister Pik Botha has announced negotiations with 
Maputo have been successful and the four-member crew 
is to be released. The Sikorski helicopter was allegedly on 
its way to join the “Helderberg” search off Mauritius 
when it made an apparent forced landing at Bazaruto. 
The helicopter had apparently filed a flight plan. Court 
Helicopters, the owners of the aircraft, are so far refusing 
to comment. 


P.W. Botha Christmas Message Broadcast 
MB241835 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1750 24 Dec 87 


[Message to the nation by State President P.W. Botha; 
date and place not given—video recorded] 


[Text] Good evening. The year 1987 is now almost a part 
of the past. We are once again experiencing the joyous 
Christmas tide. This has been a year in which many 
events followed quickly on one another’s heels. There 
were high points, low points, prosperity and adversiiy. 
heartbreak and peace. We think of those who suffered 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


loss and damage during the year, particularly as a result 
of the flood disaster, the drought, and the air disaster. 
We think of those whose family members laid down their 
lives for the safety of our country. But, we are grateful 
that the oppressive droughi of the past few years has 
been broken in most parts of the Republic of South 
Africa. In those areas which are still in the grip of the 
drought, we pray that this will end soon. 


Nevertheless, as believers we experience all these events 
with hope in our hearts and faith in Christ, who in the 
final analysis gives meaning and sense to all that takes 
place. It is with this attitude that at this time we look 
forward in the spirit of Christmas. It is the spirit of peace 
and goodwill, of faith, hope, and love, which gives 
significance to professing Christians. Millions of people 
who do not believe in Christ also share this spirit, 
because deep in every person there is a desire for true 
peace. 


It is the attitude of light and hope which must drive the 
dark shadows of hate, enmity, and fear from the hearts of 
people all over the world. No human institutions can 
function without Christ. No secularism, communism, or 
theology of liberation can replace the real message of 
peace. Inner peace, freedom without restraint, and good 
order for the individual, the community, the country, or 
the international community do not come on their own. 
They have to be worked for continuously. 


Peace and freedom are costly. Those who really desire 
them must be prepared to make sacrifices and, if neces- 
sary, to fight for them. 


[Changes to English] Peace could only exist in a commu- 
nity if it’s foundations are firm. This includes a sound 
family life, hard work, compassion, the maintenance of 
law and order, and above all, faith in the creator of 
peoples and nations with their own cultura! and spiritual 
value systems. 


On this basis, South Africa has grown into a civilized and 
fast-developing country, which today is in a position to 
pour out its blessings on its own people, as well as its 
neighbors. 


We are thankful for the measure of peace and prosperity 
we may enjoy, in spite of the onslaught against us under 
the direction of godless communism and international 
terrorism. 


Our country is richly blessed with human and natural 
resources. We are proud of South Africa and we feel 
proud to be citizens of this lovely land. We are facing the 
enormous challenge of transferring the advantages of our 
First World development to our underdeveloped Third 
World neighbors. The problems which still exist and 
which we are working on, we should not see as stumbling 
blocks. They must be accepted as opportunities for 
expressing our awareness of our mission. We should 
regard the striving for peace as a challenge to practice 
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positive leadership and to share with others the advan- 
tage of freedom of faith and worship, respect for prop- 
erty, private initiative, and the opportunity of furthering 
the material welfare of all. The fact that our attempts are 
misconstrued and often evoke criticism should fill us 
with greater determination. 

We live in a country of diversity, but that is also our 
Strength, and holds many opportunities Our differences 
must be overcome with love and wisdom. Love and 
wisdom are not signs of weakness. It is the source of 
inner strength. No duty can be, but without love. No love 
is possible without God. 

The welfare of our country and its people does not exist 
in the denial of our diversity, but in unity and coopera- 
tion on the basis of good neighborliness. Good neighbor- 
liness can only be built on self-respect, as well as mutual 
respect. If we reject this truth, discord and violence will 
triumph. We, as citizens of the Republic of South Africa, 
must strive for our mutual interest and, without sacrific- 
ing the unique qualities in our diversity, to unite around 
our national symbols, which give content to our nation- 
hood. These symbols include our flag, our citizenship, 
and our national anthem. 


[Changes to Afrikaans] South Africa, with most of its 
inhabitants confessing Christians, is a symbol of peace 
for its people. It is an uplifting symbol of development, 
which spreads knowledge of a continent where the vast 
majority of people are excluded. It is for this reason thot 
the forces of hate and chaos could not yet crush us. 


The year ahead will make new demands of all of us. It 
deinands from us a new dedication to our struggle for 
peace, as far as humanly possible. It demands that those 
on our borders be the guardians of peace and freedom. It 
demands that those working in our hospitals be the 
servants of peace. And, it demands that all who perform 
important duties be the protectors of peace. Those who 
are working in our factories, farms, business administra- 
tion, and in public service are performing a duty without 
which our country cannot exist and progress. In the 
future, we will have to ask less: What can I get out of my 
country? We will have to ask more: What can I do for my 
country? To you, wherever you may be this evening, 
home among your loved ones or far away from them, in 
a sick bed, or devoted to the duty of peace and freedom, 
I want to express my gratitude to everyone and wish a 
merry Christmas. On behalf of my wife and myself and 
on behalf of the government, I would like to use this 
Opportunity to wish everyone of you the best for the year 
1988. Good night. 


Welcomes End of Lengthy t 
MB280539 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 28 Dec 87 


[Station commentary] 


ext] It is perhaps too early to state categorically that 
th Africa’s prolonged drought, the worst in its 
recorded history, is finally over. But the national situa- 
tion, as exemplified by the present state of Vaal Dam, is 
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certainly the most abundant gift this nation could have 
hoped for over Christmas of 1987. No single feature cf 
the ravages of the drought fired the imagination more 
powerfully in these last few years than the ominously 
steady decline in the level of the dam, in whose supply 
area nearly half the country’s population lives and on 
which three-quarters of its industrial production 
depends. 


There were times when, had it not been for the water 
released to it from Sterkfontein Dam, Vaal Dam would 
almost certainly have emptied entirely. This year the 
rains came. Sadly, parts of the country remain dry, most 
notably the northern Transvaal. For the most part, 
however, South Africa has received a bounty that has 
changed the face of the countryside this summer and 
given it new hope for the future. And by the Christmas 
weekend Vaal Dam was ready to overflow for the first 
time for nearly a decade, and water was being released to 
leave a margin of spare capacity in case of flooding in 
coming weeks. 


It is impossible to overstate the national losses from the 
drought that overwhelmed virtually the whole country 
from the late seventies. For farmers it must be measured 
in thousands of millions of rands and, for many, in the 
loss of their livelihood. Rural communities and agricul- 
tural industries in general have suffered severe setbacks. 
In the cities and towns people had their water consump- 
tion cut and prices sharply increased. Food prices have 
risen inexorably in response to supply shortages. The 
national treasury, having to cope with the resultant 
reduced tax revenue and large emergen<y aid measures, 
has had its ability to fund vital economic and develop- 
ment gcals circumscribed. 


Even now, despite vast strides in the study of the world’s 
climate, nobody really knows why South Africa should 
have been struck in the eighties ty a climatic disaster 
worse even than the terrible drought of the depression 
years. Scientists have noted that the entire southern 
hemisphere has been experiencing a series of meteoro- 
logical upheavals, and are investigating a theory that 
they are due to a season phenomenon—E]l Nino—that 
causes a basin of water in the southeastern Pacific to 
warm up. Records collated by the climatological institute 
at the University of the Witwatersrand suggest that 
throughout, this century has had regularly recurring dry 
periods lasting nine to eleven years. 


Whatever its causes though, the drought has imposed 
harsh lessons on all South Africans. The formulation of 
agricultural strategies, the way in which private consum- 
ers and industry use water and how much they pay for it, 
geographical planning of future industrial development, 
and schemes (like Highlands) for the mass transportation 
of water from one region in southern Africa to another 
— all these and more have become high priority policy 
issues. But, the drought has also brought to light the great 
reservoir of moral courage and fortitude, the refusal to 
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be discouraged, and the willingness to share the burden, 
that has enabled the people of this country to face up to 
the sacrifices that had to be made. 


In that spirit we welcome with glad and grateful hearts 
the renewal of nature that the rains have brought. 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 24 Dec 
MB250535 Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 0533 GMT 
25 Dec 87 


[Text] Pretoria Dec 25 SAPA—Here is the unrest report 
for yesterday issued by the South African Police public 
relations division in Pretoria. 


The following unrest incidents were reported overnight: 


At Taylor’s Halt, Pietermaritzburg, a group of blacks set 
an unidentified black man alight and stabbed him to 
death. 


At Sweetwaters, Pietermaritzburg, a large group of 
blacks gathered illegally and refused to disperse on 
request. They were dispersed by the security forces 
during which one black male was not seriously injured. 


Unrest Report for 25 Dec 
MB260924 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0915 GMT 
26 Nov 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 26 SAPA—Four more people 
were killed and four others injured in incidents of unrest 
in the Pietermaritzburg area over Christmas. 


According to the police's daily unrest report four people 
died violently in townships around Pietermaritzburg and 
one person was kilied in KwaMakutha near Durban. 


A black man was shot dead by a group of unknown 
blacks at Imbali and in another incident in the area 
police fired back at a person who fired from a crowd 
which had gathered illegally. 


At Mphumalanga also near Pietermaritzburg, members 
of the security forces found the body of an unknown 
black man with bullet wounds. In another incident two 
black men were arrested bv security forces after a’ -hicle 
had been fired at. 


A man was stabbed to death and three others injured 
when they were attacked by a group of Slangspruit and 
another man was injured by a crowd which had gathered 
illegally. Members of the security forces dispersed the 
mod with shotgun fire. 


At Taylor’s Halt, also near Pietermaritzburg, members 
of the security forces found the body of a male youth who 
had been stabbed to death. 
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Two men were arrested by security forces after an 
incident where a private dwelling was stoned at Eden- 
dale. 


At KwaMakutha near Durban two men were arrested by 
the security forces after an incident where a man was 
shot dead. 


Unrest Keport for 26 Dec 
MB270817 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0815 GMT 
27 Dec 87 


{Text} Pretoria Dec 27 SAPA—Following is the SA 
Police unrest report: 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
last night: 


“At Veeplaas near Port Elizabeth, two men were injured 
when a group attacked them with knobkerries and 
knives. 


“At Molweni near Durban, the families and friends of a 
murder victim and those of his alleged murderers started 
fighting. In the fight two men were killed and a woman 
and six men were injured. Twenty-two houses were set 
alight, of which one was extensively damaged by fire. A 
car was extensively damaged when set alight. The secu- 
rity forces dispersed the crowds with tearsmoke, rubber 
bullets, shotgun and pistol fire. The security forces 
arrested 42 people in the incident. 


“At Kwamashu near Durban, a member of the security 
forces was attacked at his home by a group with stones 
and a knife. He dispersed his attackers with shotgun fire, 
fatally wounding a man. 


“At Mpumalanga, near Hammersdale, the security 
forces found the body of a man with stab and bullet 
wounds. 


“At Magwanyani near Pietermaritzburg, a man was 
burnt to death. 


“At Damdusa near Pietermari.zburg, a man was seri- 
ously injured when a group attacked him with knives. In 
the same area a private van was damaged by arsonists. 


“At Taylor's Halt, the security forces found the body of 
a man with stab and cut wounds. In another incident, 
two men were murdered and another two injured when 
two groups attacked each other. The security forces 
dispersed the group with tearsmoke and arrested a man 
in the incident. In the same area, a private van was 
clamaged by arsonists. The security forces dispersed the 
mob with tearsmoke and shotgun fire. 


“At Shongweni, near Hammersdale, the security forces 
dispersed a group with shotgun fire when they gathered 


illegally.” 
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Unrest Report for 27 Dec 
— Johannesburg SAPA in English 0843 GMT 


[Text] Pretoria Dec 28 SAPA-—Following is the SAP’s 
unresi report for today: 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
overnight: 


“At Mdweni (Durban) a group of blacks gathered ille- 
gally at a private house. When a security force vehicle 
neared the house, a shot was fired at it. As security forces 
members approached the dwelling, a group of blacks 
attacked two of the members. 


“The members allegedly fired two shots in self-defence 
and one of the attackers was seriously wounded. Mem- 
bers found a seriously wounded black woman inside the 
house. She had been stabbed. Two black men were 


“In another incident in the area, security force members 
found the body of a 39-year-old black woman. There 
were 2 number of stab wounds in her back. 


“At Clermont (Durban) a black woman was slightly 
injured when a bus was stoned. Damage to the vehicle 
was negligible. 


“At Emafakatini (Pmburg) arsonists set fire to a private 
home. An 80-year-old woman and a 7-year-old child 
were burnt to death. 


“At Slangspruit (Pmburg) a private dwelling was set 
alight by arsonists. A black woman sustained burns. A 
man and a youth were arrested. 


“At Deda (Pietermaritzburg) extensive damage was 
caused when five private dwellings were set alight by 
arsonists. Police dispersed the attackers with shotgun 
fire. In another incident in the area, police found the 
mutilated body of a black man. He had apparently been 
stabbed to death and decapitated. His tongue had also 
been cut off. 


“At Henley Dam: (Pmburg) a group of blacks gathered 
illegally. They ignored police requests to disperse. Tear- 
smoke and shotguns were used to disperse them. A black 
man was fatally wounded and a youth wounded. Sixteen 
men and 22 youths were arrested. 


“At Smero (Pmburg) arsonists caused extensive damage 
when they set a private dwellin , ...g4:. 


“At Mpumuza (Pmburg) police found the body of a 
black man with stab wounds. 


“At Mpande (Pmburg) police found the body of an 
unknown black man. He had apparently been killed by 


sharpened objects. 
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“At Kwashange (Pmburg) a group of blacks set a private 
dwelling alight. When a black man fled from the burning 
house, he was attacked and stabbed to death. 


“At Sobantu (Pmburg) extensive damage was caused to a 
private house when a petrol-bomb was hurled at it. 


“On 1987-12-27 at about |5h00 two factions clashed in 
the Cele area, Scottburgh. Four huts were burnt down 
and a black man was seriously injured. Police used 
tearsmoke to disperse the groups and four black men 
were arrested. The faction fight alleged'y ~tarted when 
one of the factions refused to accept an invitation to 
attend a party given by the other faction.” 


Ends report. 
Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
MB250716 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN Calis Out: ‘Wake Up, America’ — Repeal of 
tax credits enjoyed by U.S. firms operating in South 
Africa will diminish American influence in the country, 
says Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English for 24 
December in a page 6 editorial. “Once American busi- 
nesses have gone, the only U.S. presence will be its 
diplomatic representatives. The U.S. can then kiss 
goodbye to whatever influence it has in this country.” 
“By pulling out of South Africa, the U.S. is playing into 
the hands of Russia, which alone stands to gain if South 
Africa, with its strategic minerals, falls into Marxist 
hands.” “Wake up, America, before you irreparably 
harm South Africa.” 


CAPE TIMES Sees Lamentable Loss of U.S. Enterprise 
— The effect of the end of tax credits to U.S. firms in 
South Africa “will be to drive American enterprise out of 
the couatry,” says the Capc Town CAPE TIMES in 
Eng.:sh ‘or 23 December in a page 8 editorial. “...it is 
difficult to see the logic of this gesture...” “It isa measure 
of the marginal importance now assigned by President 
Reagan to this part of the world that his main concern 
has been to see that the budget cuts would not affect 
American aid to the Contra rebels in Nicaragua.” “...the 
setback lies ultimately in the deepening isolation which 
will result, robbing this country of the cutting-edge 
technology which goes hand in hand with U.S. multi- 
national enterprise.” 


Press Comments for 28 Dec 
MB2805 14 [Editorial Report] 


STAR Notes Declining Number of Whites — “The 
harmful effects of the country’s economy are obvious,” 
remarks a page | 2 editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR 
in English on 28 December. A declining white popuia- 
tion can only result in an “inadequate pool of highly- 
trained whites, crucial to a wealth-creating economy.” 
“Substantial numbers of skillec people, fearful of the 
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future, are leaving the country.” This trend “would not 
have b-en so ominous had good sense prevailed, and had 
not the country’s obsession with race required for so 
many decades that all skills and leadership be vested in 
white hands. Redressing the imbalances is a challenge 
which South Africans, if only for the sake of future 
growth and stability, dare not fail to tackle.” THE STAR 
believes the “injustice and wastefulness of separate and 
inferior education systems should be addressed. Colour, 
as a determinant, shou'i be excised completely from our 
education and our society.” 


BUSINESS DAY: Pressure on Group Areas To Mount — 
Roger Smith writes on page 5 of Johannesburg BUS!- 
NESS DAY in English on 28 December that “to some 
extent the May general election, in which the NP pan- 
dered to the right, and the subseq: ent elevatior of the 
CP to official opposition in the House of Assembly, can 
be blamed for the weakness of the reforms finally 
decided on.” P.W. Botha “made it clear in the run-up to 
the election that there would be no fundamental changes 
to the GAA [Group Areas Act], never mind repeal.” But 
Smith believes that “demographic pressures were such 
that further integration will occur in ‘white’ residential 
areas, despite any atiempts at strict enforcement of the 
GAA. In the long-term the pressure for the repeal of the 
GAA is likely to increase, rather than be reduced by the 
reform measures of 1987.” 


SOWETAN: UDF Member Urges Black Unity — An 
unsigned commentary on page 2 of Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 28 December says that accord- 
ing to a UDF executive member in the Transvaal, Curtis 
Nkundo, “black South Africans must begin to challenge 
statements about themselves and not allow themselves to 
be divided.” Speaking at a business seminar in Johan- 
nesburg, Nkondo noted that “it was regretful to hear 
some black people saying they did not want to he ruted 
by a black man. Those who entertained this view were 
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basically saying ‘they didn’t want positions of responsi- 
bility’.“” Nkondo called on blacks to “organise and get 
into the economic :'rcam of the country.” 


Zimbabwe 


ZAPU Offficial Asserts /arty ‘Not Swallowed’ 
MB272006 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1237 GMT 
27 Dec 87 


[Text] Bulawayo Dec 27 SAPA—In a bid to dispel what 
it calied “igrorant and mischievous” impressions cre- 
ated by the press over the recent ZANU-ZAPU unity 
accord, ZAPU-PF today restated its position regarding 
the merger. 


Addressing an inter-provincial executive meeting here 
today, the party's vice-president, Mr Joseph Msika, 
accused the press of having created the impression that 
his party had been absorbed by the ruling ZANU-PF 
party, the national news agency ZIANA reports. 


To the contrary, he said, the unity was a merger of equal 
partners. 


“It was an agreement for a political merger of the two 
parties and the process could take up to three months- 
..ZAPU was no swallowed, we are still ZAPU,” Mr 
Msika said, urging the press to be progressive and not 
misinform the people. 


Before the meeting went into a closed session, the ZAPU 
vice-president urged his party's pro. incial leadership to 
go Out to the people in the communal areas to explain the 
unity pact. He said unity, the basis for which was set by 
the signing of the pact, was imperative because of the 
eneraies of Zimbabwe who operated from both inside 
and outside the country. 


to Visit Togo, Niger 26-30 Dec 
AB250534 Libreville Africa No | in French 
1830 GMT 24 Dec 87 


[Text} Burkinabe President Blaise Compaore is expected 
on 26 December in Lome for a working and friendly visit 
to Togo. This will be Thomas Sankara’s siccessor’s firs. 
trip abroad sinve the former's overthrow and death on 15 
October. Togo, which had difficult relations with 
Sankara, was the first African country to warmly wel- 
come the advent of the Popular Front in Ouagadougou. 


It was also learned from official sources in Niamey that 
Captain Compaore will then go to Niger on an official 
visit on 30 December. 


Arrives in Benin 26 Dec 
AB261406 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 26 Dec 87 


[Text] Captain Blaise Compaore, chairman of the Pop- 
ular Front and head of state, left Ouagadougou this 
morning for a friendly working visit to Togo and Benin. 
Benin, which is the first leg of .his tour, is his first 
engagement outside the country. The chairman of the 
Popular Front will stay for a few hours in Benin before 
leaving for Togo. His arrival in Lome is scheduled for 
this afternoon. Comrade Compaore will hod talks with 
his Togolese counterpart, General Gnassingbe Eyadema. 


Here now is our special correspondent, Gilbert Kabore, 
reporting from Cotonou: 


[Begin recording] The People’s Republic of Benin is the 
country chosen by Captain Blaise Compaore, chairman 
of the Popular Front and head of state, for his first 
official visit abroad. It was therefore with great joy that 
ihe brotaerly people of Benin mobdilized themselves to 
welcome him. It was a little after 1000 GMT, that is ! 109 
Cotonou time, that the president's plane landed in the 
Beninese capital ix an atmosphere of festivities enliv- 
ened by dancing groups, among which is the Burkinabe 
community in Cotonou. 


President Blaise Compaore was weiiomed by his Beni- 
nese coun General Mathieu Kerekou, sur- 
rounded by his close aides as well as important person- 
alities of the country. After the playing of national 
anthems, review of guards, and introduction of person- 
alities, the two heads of state held their first round of 
private talks which was followed bv a news conference at 


the VI? lounge. 


In answer to questions from Beninese reporters, Capt 
Blaise Compaore, chairman of the Popular Front and 
head of state, who is accompanied by members of the 
Pupular Front and of the government, said in substance 
that his visit *o the free land of Benin is part of (?regular) 
contacts that should exist between revolutionaries. It 
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should help give further information on the rectification 
process and also discuss with the revolutionary brothers 
of Benin the orientation that the two countries should 
give to their struggle. The head of state used the oppor- 
tunity to talk about the results of the 4 years of revolu- 
tion and the program of action of the Popular Front, 
specifying that what remains important is how the Pop- 
ular Front is going to undertake the needed transforma- 
tion expressed by the popular masses in their critical 
analyses of the cutcome of the 4 years of revolution. 


It should be noted that the second round of private talks 
touk place at the presidential palace. The rest of the 
agenda provides for a working luncheon and a third 
round of private talks between the two heads of state 
around 1400. 


The departure from Cotonou for the ne. ° leg, which is 
Lome, Togo, is scheduled for 1500 GM. [end record- 


‘Triumpl.al Welcome’ in Lome 
AB270747 Domestic Service in French 


0700 GMT 27 Dec 87 


[Text] Captain Blaise Compaore, chairrnan of the Pop- 
ular Front, left Ouagadougou yesterday morning for a 
friendly working visit to Benin and Togo. In Benin, the 
first leg of his visit abroad, the comrade president spent 
a few hours before continuing to Togo. Gilbert Kabore, 
who is our special correspondent on this tour, reports on 
the president's activities yesterday: 


{Begin Kabore recording] A twenty-one gun salute for 
Capt Blaise Comrz iore and his entourage. A large crowd 
in an atmosphere rich in color and pageantry along the 
nearly 10-km-long road from the airport to downtows 
Lome. Undoubtedly, the reception given by the Togolese 
people and their president, General Gnassingbe Eya 
dema, that afternoon for the chairman of the Popyar 
Front will be the talk of the town for a long time. Capt 
Blaise Compaore had arrived from Cotonou in Benin, 
following a few hours’ friendly working visit. That visit 
had enabled him to (?strengthen relations) and to discuss 
with President Mathieu Kerekou the various steps to be 
taken to strengthen their bonds of friendship and broth- 
erhood. In fact, this is what P-esident Blaise Compaore 
stressed during an interview he granted reporters just 
before ‘<2 left Benin. 


In Lome, Capt Blaise Compaore and Gen Eyadema have 
already held a first round of private talks. The program 
for the visit provides for a second round of private talks 
and a working session between the two delegations, 
followed by a dinner hosted by Gen Gnassingbe Eya- 
dema in honor of the chairman of the Popular Front. 


The Burkinabe head of state's visit continues tomorrow 
with a visit to Kara and a stopover at Pya, Gen Eya- 
<lema’s hometown, situated in the northern part of tae 
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country. But before then, comments on the triumphal 
welcome given to Capt Blaise Compaore yesterday afier- 
noon in Lomc continue. [end recording] 


Returns From Benin, Togo 27 Dec 
AB272040 C tagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 27 Dec 87 


[Excerpt] The chairman of the Popular Front and head 
of state, Captain Blaise Compaore, returned to Ouaga- 
dougou this afternoon at the end of a trip that took him 
to Benin, and Togo. This first trip made by Capi Blaise 
Compaore was an opportunity for him to give accurate 
information on the 15 October events and also to pave 
the way for the strengthening of the bonds of friendship 
and fraternity existing between Burkina Faso and its 
neighboring countries. The head of state stated this 
yesterday in Cotonou and today in Kara in northern 
Togo, where he, accompanied by his Togolese counter- 
part, arrived in the morning from Lome. [passage omit- 
ted] 


Compaore, Eyadema Comment on Visit 
AB280950 u Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 27 Dec 87 


[Text] The chairman of the Popular Front has returned 
to Quagadovgou. What are his impressions of this trip? 
Comrade Blaise Compaore replics: 


[Begin Cempaore recording] | would first of all say that 
this trip has been very fruitful. This very positive out- 
come is due to the fact that during our stay in Cotonou 
and Lome, we had the honor of meeting two statesien 
whom we already know, especially for the efforts they 
have always made to strengthen cooperation between 
their countries and Burkina Faso. With them, therefore, 
we simply laid the basis for the strengthening of cooper- 
ation, on the one hand, between their countries and 
Burkina Faso, and on the other, between our three 
countries. Thus we would like to thank the Beninese and 
Togolese authorities and all the (?personalities) of those 
countries for the vevy fraternal welcome accorded us and 
our delegation in both Cotonou and Lome. [end record- 


ing) 


And so the head of state's first trip abroad was a total 
success in all fields, as Captain Blaise Compaore has just 
underlined. President Gnassingbe Eyadema, who shares 
the head of state’s opinion, correctly assesses the signif- 
icance of this visit: 


[Begin Eyadema recording] I highly appreciate the ini- 
tiative taken by President Blaise Compaore to visit 
neighboring countries of Burkina Faso. As you are very 
well aware, Burkina Faso and Togo are two countries 
which, from time immemorial, have been linked by 
history. Our two countries are tuerefore bound to always 
collaborate and cooperate with one another, and to 
always aim at one goal— the economic development of 
our two countries. As President Compaore said, I think 
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henceforth there is no misunderstanding. We must cali a 
spade a spade. When I say that henceforth there is no 
misunderstanding. it means there used to be misunder- 
stand'ng, but [words indistinct]. 


Today, thank God, a new page has been turned and our 
two peoples must together look in the same direction— 
the direction of the economic development of our two 
countries. So, once again. | say that this is noi the first 
time that I have met President Compaore; he is an old 
friend. Therefore, with him I think that everything that 
we experienced, which you know all about, will be a 
thing of the past. [end recording] 


Joint Commission Meeting With FRG Ends in Bonn 
AB250550 “aeadougou Domestic Service in French 
1900 © oe 87 


[Exc >’, Minster of Economy and Planning Comrade 
Issou. *- 92 has returned home from Bonn, where 
he took ,a.: mm the meeting of the FRG-Burkina Faso 
Joint Commission for Cooperation. The meeting, which 
took place from 21 ‘o 22 December, was beneficial to the 
two parties and resulted in the signing of several finan- 
cial agreemenis. 


For financial and technical cocperation in 1988, a sum 
of 14.4 billion CFA francs was retained, ard to that must 
be added previous commitments of 6.5 billion CFA 
francs that have been reallocated. in total, the sums 
available for bilateral cooperation in {988 amount to 
20.9 billion CFA francs. 


Besides financial and technical cooperation, the FRG 
has expressed 1s support to our foud security policy and 
agreed to pay for the cost of equipping the ministries” 
offices with computers, the cost of which is currently 
estimated at 13 million CFA francs. [passage omitted] 


Coramenist Grou, Protests Members’ Arrests 
AB260748 Paris AFP in English 0730 GMT 26 Dec 87 


[Text] Ouagadougou, Dec 26 (AFP)—Leaders of a break- 
away faction of the Communist ULCR [L’union des 
Luttes Communistes Kenovees; Union of Renewed 
Communist Struggies] party of Burkina Faso has called 
for the release of six of its members, three of whom were 
cabinet members in the toppled government of Captain 
Thomas Sankara. The six were arrested on December 15, 
allegedly for handing out political pamphiets hostile to 
the new regime of Captain Blaise Compaore, leader of 
the forces that toppled the government of Capt Sankara, 
who was killed in the coup. Teriaing the arrests “arbi- 
trary and wnjustified”, the ULCR said the group hac 
only published in ‘ts newspaper, the PROLETARIAN, 
extracts from ofiicial documents highlighting policy 
choices prior to the October 15 coup. 


Those arrested incluce Alain Koeffe, former transport 
and communications minister in the ousted government, 
who is accused of having organised a requiem mass in 
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Paris in memory of Capt Sankara. Also arrested were 
Valere Some, former minister of higher education and 
scientific research, Basile Guissou, former information 
minister, Osmarou Idani, a former manager of Burkina 
Faso's electricity board, Firmin Diallo, a computer pro- 
grammer, and Charles Some, a professor, the ULCR 
said. According to other sources close to the ULCR, 
former Justice Minister Train Raymond Poda is under 
house arrest in Kaya, 105 kilometers (65 miles) north of 
Ouagadougou, and Gilbert Kambire, a senior ULCR 
member, is being sought by the authorities. 


The ULCR party participated in the National Revolu- 
tionary Council, the political body that governed Burk- 
ina Faso (former Upper Volta) from 1983 until the coup, 
but broke into two factions at its last congress. One group 
participates in the current government, while the other 
group, made up of reformists led by Mr Some, has 
distanced itself from Capt Compaore’s Popular Front. A 
popular assembly is due to meet here on January 8, 9, 
and 10 to review the work of former President Sankara 
and determine a new policy programme, it was officially 
announced Wednesday [23 December]. 


Ghana 


Asamoah Cited on Foreign Policy, Ties With Togo 
AB272046 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 27 Dec 87 


[Text] The secretary for foreign affairs, Dr Obed Asa- 
moah, has said since the PNDC came into power, Ghana 
has maintained a more balanced foreign policy than in 
the past. The most striking character of this policy is that 
it is guided by the domestic values of achieving soical 
justice, peace, stability, and prosperity of the nation. 
Ghana promotes friendship with countries irrespective 
of their ideological makeup and maintains an even hand 
between the East and the West. 


Speaking today in a GBC [Ghana Broadcasting Corpo- 
ration] program, Radio Searchlight, Dr Asamoah said 
Ghanaians are, however, realistic enough to know that 
the Eastern countries, while being close allies on political 
issues, do not have as much economic resources as the 
Western countries. The national interest demands there- 
fore that in pursuit of economic goals, Ghana should 
maintain her level of cordial relations with the Western 
countries and financial institutions without whose sup- 
port it is not possible to get any concessions. 


On the joint commission for cooperation between Ghana 
and some countries, the secretary said it is only through 
such links that developing countries can overcome the 
problems created by the inequitable terms of world 
trade. In this regard, there is the need to promote more 
economic cooperation with their immediate neigbors. 


Dr Asamoah regretted, however, that relations between 
Ghana and some of her neighbors have not always been 
cordial. He referred to Togo in particular and noted that 
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the assistance that country gave to Ghanaian dissidents, 
the problems of smuggling and currency trafficking, and 
other incidents across the commom border do not pro- 
mote goodneighborliness. 


Guinea 


Soviet Union Donates 2 Patrol Boats to Navy 
AB250547 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
1945 GMT 24 Dec 87 


[Excerpt] The Soviet ambassador to the Republic of 
Guinea, Vladimir Rayevskiy, this morning presented 
two boats for guarding the coast to the National Navy. 
The ceremony took place at the Conakry port. John 
Tekora has the details: 


[Tekora] The ceremony was presided over by Lieutenant 
Colonel Sory Doumbouya, CMRN member and minister 
of national defense, in the presence of Major Abou 
Camara, CMRN member and chief of General Staff, and 
Major Amara Bangoura, chief of staff of the National 
Navy. 


Speaking at the ceremony, Vladimir Rayevskiy, the 
Soviet ambassadro to the Republic of Guinea, expressed 
appreciation for the quality of the military cooperation 
between our two armies. He later spoke of the need to 
strengthen this cooperation which he described as fruit- 
ful. 


[Begin Rayevskiy recording] The Soviet Union is pre- 
pared to pursue and to strengthen its cooperation with 
the Republic of Guinea and to help it in the implemen- 
tation of its national recovery program. [end recording] 


Speaking later on behalf of Head of State Lansana Conte, 
National Defense Minister Lt Col Sory Doumbouya said 
he was very happy to receive the two boats. [passage 
omitted] 


Ivory Coast 


‘Rigor,’ ‘Austerity’ Denote 1988 Budget 
AB191132 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 19 Dec 87 


[Excerpt] Rigor and austerity will again be the watch- 
words of the Ivorian administration for 1988. Rigor and 
austerity are also the major characteristics of the 1988 
budget which was adopted yesterday by parliament. It is 
known that the national recurrent budget is estimated at 
493.5 billion CFA francs, an increase of a little over 2 
percent compared with the figures for this year. Opera- 
tional expenses as well as expenses for office stationery 
and automobile purchases have been reduced greatly. 


As for the BSIE, the special investmenit and equipment 
budget, it is estimated at a little over 143 billion CFA 
francs. This shows a decrease of 20 percent compared 
with the figure for 1987. 
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To reach the sums targeted in these two budgets, the 
government has taken a number of initiatives and made 
a number of decisions. Thus it reviewed duties on 
stamps and rates of duties on tobacco products, as well as 
the rates of import duties paid on certain products. The 
government also decided to extend the payment of the 
val’; added tax to the distribution sector. [passage 
omitted] 


Mali 


National Assembly President Meets Arab Diplomats 
AB240705 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 23 Dec 87 


[Text] The president of the National Assembly, who is 
also the current chairman of the African Parliaments 
Union [UPA], this morning received a delegation of 
heads of Arab diplomatic missions accredited to Mali. 
The delegation was led by the PLO ambassador to Mali, 
His Excellency (Abou Raba), the dean of the diplomatic 
corps. Their talks focused on the situation in Israeli- 
occupied Arab territories, which are currently experienc- 
ing a resurgence of tension. The PLO ambassador spoke 
of the 15-day uprising of the people of the Israeli- 
occupied Arab territories and their determination to 
recover their sovereignty, independence, and state. On 
behalf of his counterparts, His Excellency (Abou Raba) 
asked the support of friendly and brotherly countries as 
well as that of all peace-loving people. He suggested the 
Organization of an international conference on the Pal- 
estinian issue under the aegis of the United Nations, and 
with the participation of the PLO. 


In his reply, the president of the National Assembly, Mr 
Sidiki Diarra, once again gave assurances of the support 
of the Malian people and its representatives for the 
Palestinian people in its struggle to recover its territories. 
He also said that the UPA condemns Zionism as well as 
apartheid and fights for peace and justice. Finally, he 
supported the suggestion relating to the organization of 
an international conference to settle the Palestinian 
issue. 


1988 Draft Budget Expected To Run Deficit 
AB262136 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 26 Dec 87 


[Excerpts] The 1988 budgetary session opened this 
morning at the Maison du Peuple in Bamako under the 
chairmanship of the head of state. In an opening speech, 
the president of the Republic recalled the intermediary 
session that was held last June on the 1987 budget. He 
said thai the expenditure drifts that occurred in the 
state’s financial policy during the second half of 1986 
had an adverse effect on the economic life of the country. 
He then added that ihe present budgetary session will 
enable them to review the current situation and adopt 
measures for the success of ali our endeavors. 
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[Begin recording] During the July 1987 intermediary 
session, we had the opportunity to review the situation 
and the budget of the current year and to make the 
necessary orientations for the rest of the fiscal period. 
The 1987 budget was victim to a very hostile economic 
climate. At the international level, it was affected by the 
monetary disorder, the deterioration of raw material 
prices, and the worsening of our debt situation. At the 
national level, it was impossible for us to balance our 
financial expenditures. There were difficulties concern- 
ing receipts at the level of our state treasury and the 
public sector was not performing well. There was crisis in 
the execution of our rural development projects, the 
private sector was weak, and a general social inertia 
could be seen. 


Our prospects for 1988 will be influenced to a large 
extent by these problems. At the end of the fiscal year, it 
is now a question of examining how the budget was 
executed and what recommendations and orientations 
must be given for the coming fiscal year. Without 
wishing to make any prior conclusions of our delibera- 
tions, we can already say that on the international scene, 
the 1987 fiscal year has been very difficult for a country 
like ours because of the monetary disorder and the 
deterioration of raw material prices. [passage omitted] 


However, the expenditure drifts that occurred in the 
state’s financial policy during the second half of 1986 
and the lateness in the application of our adjustment 
program contributed to the worsening of our present 
economic situation. [passage omitted] 


Furthermore, the difficulties that were created by our 
banking and postal check systems have contributed to 
the worsening of our problems concerning the state 
treasury. The result was an impressive accumulation of 
both internal and external debt payments. Our external 
debt situation calls for the revision of our policy of 
running into debt and the restructuring of the State 
Debts Sinking Fund. [passage omitted] 


The government has already decided to restructure the 
most important public enterprises, notably the Malian 
Development Bank, the Malian Import and Export 
Company, the Malian Agricultural Products Office, the 
Malian Airways Company, and the Niger Valley Devel- 
opment Office. These decisions will take effect in the 
very near future after the elaboration of the necessary 
regulations. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Before the debate on this budget, Prime Minister Prof 
Mamadou Dembele stated that it was the first time that 
the Malian budget has grouped all the commitments and 
the obligations of the state. Prof Mamadou Dembele 
stressed the solidarity of the governemnt with all public 
sectors aimed at improving the debt position of the state 
and improving the state expense productivity. [passage 
omitted} 
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During the technical presentation of this 1988 state 
budget, Minister of Finance and Commerce Mohamed 
Alhousseyni Toure said that the present draft budget is 
designed to encourage a careful use of the nation’s 
resources by laying particular emphasis on the solution 
of treasury problems. This draft budget can alleviate the 
treasury crisis and avoid an imminent breakdown of our 
economic policy. Mohamed Alhousseyni Toure said the 
most important thing is to revolve the problem of 
payment of salaries, to normalize our banking and 
financing systems, and to ensure the regular payment of 
our debts. The minister of finance and commerce then 
presented the 1988 draft budget. He first of all recalled 
the economic and financial recession that affect our 
economic partners, the situation of our economy, and 
the imbalance of our public sector. 


[Begin recording] The 1987 economic situation has been 
characterized by the delays in the commercialization of 
our raw materials, broadly speaking, the weakening of 
the productive sectors of our economy. The 1987 budget 
will probably end with an important deficit. [passage 
omitted] 


The adoption of the special investment budget along 
with the state budget will enable the balancing of the 
implementation of our investments and available finan- 
cial resources. [passage omitted] 


The 1988 draft budget stands at 112.04 billion CFA 
francs in receipt and 148.2 billion CFA francs in expens- 
es. The budget deficit will be about 35.4 billion CFA 
francs. This deficit is mainly due to our debt servicing. 
[passage omitted] [end recording] 


Niger 


Burkina’s Compaore Arrives for Visit, Comments 
AB281308 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1200 GMT 28 Dec 87 


[Text] After Benin and Togo, our country this morning 
welcomed the head of state of Burkina Faso, Captain 
Blaise Compaore. A high-powered delegation is accom- 
panying the president of Burkina Faso on this visit to 
Niger. The delegation includes the national secretary 
general of the CDR’S [Committees for the Defense of the 
Revolution], Mr Arsene Ye Bognessan; the minister of 
external relations, Mr Jean Marc Palm; the minister of 
higher education and scientific research, Mr Clement 
Ouedraogo; the minister of transport and communica- 
tions, Mr Issa Konate; the secretary of state for culture, 
a woman, Mrs Alimatou Salembere; as well as several 
‘members of the Popular Front. Faithful to its tradition, 
‘the population of Niamey and its environs gave a warm 
welcome to our illustrious guest worthy of the quality of 
relations that have always existed between the Niger and 
Burkinabe peoples. 
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The Popular Front chairman was welcomed on arrival at 
the airport by the chairman of the Supreme Military 
Council [CMS] and head of state, Colonel Ali Saibou, 
flanked by the prime minister, the chairman of the 
National Development Council, and the chiefs of staff of 
the National Armed Forces. After listening to the Burk- 
inabe and Niger national anthems and inspecting a guard 
of honor mounted by a detachment of the National 
Armed Forces, Capt Compaore was greeted by the mem- 
bers of the CMS and the cabinet, the diplomatic corps, 
and the official institutions. This took place against a 
background of slogans chanted brilliantly by our various 
Samariyas [youth development groups] by which they 
paid tribute to the two heads of state. 


In the VIP lounge of Niamey Airport, the Burkinabe 
head of state spoke to the press on the meaning of his 
African tour, and especially of his visit to our country. 


[Begin recording] We have gone to meet the leaders and 
people of neighboring and sister states of Burkina Faso 
because, in our estimation, the development of our 
country involves and indeed depends first and foremost 
on understanding with the neighboring countries, and 
also on working toward the economic and social integra- 
tion of our countries. We already belong to several 
Organizations in the subregion, on both the economic 
and political fronts. To the Popular Front, what we had 
to do was first get out and become better acquainted with 
the leaders and people, and to reaffirm the solidarity of 
our people with the neighboring people, today notably 
with the people of Niger. It is therefore a visit of 
friendship, a brotherly visit that we are paying to Niger 
this morning. 


This will certainly give us the opportunity to give infor- 
mation on recent political developments in Burkina Faso 
to our friends and brothers of Niger. It will also be an 
opportunity for us to lay the foundations for stronger 
cooperation between our two sister countries. And this is 
what I am going to discuss with my brother and friend, 
President Ali Saibou. [end recording] 


It must be said that Capt Blaise Compaore was after- 
wards acclaimed all along the route from the airport to 
the Presidency by a joyful crowd that was eager to 
demonstrate the exemplary nature of Niger-Burkinabe 
friendship. Several placards also gave proof of this 
friendship between our two peoples. 


1983 Coup Plotters Said Allowed To Return Home 
AB232127 Libreville Africa No | in French 
1830 GMT 23 Dec 87 


[Text] General Ali Saibou has reaffirmed his intention to 
establish a law-abiding state. The new Niger head of state 
thus intends to protect civil liberties and the return to a 
normal constitutional life. 
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In that regard, Seyni Kountche’s successor announced 
the return home in the forthcoming days of several 
protagonists in the 6 October 1983 coup attempt to 
surrender to justice. Among the condemned coup plot- 
ters are (Hamma Bokar) and (Idrissa Amadou). 


Senegal 


Police Seek ‘Security Network’ With The Gambia 
AB121355 Dakar PANA in English 1354 GMT 
12 Dec 87 


[Text] Dakar, 12 Dec (APS-PANA)—Police officials 
from Gambia and Senegal have called for the establish- 
ment of a special security network made up of the two 
countries’ para-military police, regular police, armed 
forces and customs officers. 


At a five-day confederal seminar which ended on Friday 
in Dakar on cooperation between the neighbouring 
countries, the law enforcement officers said a body of 
experts should be charged with ensuring greater cooper- 
ation in arresting criminals at their joint borders. 


Security at the borders will be enhanced if the officers 


working there are equipped with more up-to-date com- | 


munication gadgets to inform on situations, the partici- 
pants said. 


Among other measures, the officials stated that the 
implementation of the 1973 judiciary agreement 
between the two countries would harmonise relations on 
many issues. 


Gambia and Senegal maintain a loose confederation to 
strengthen bilateral relations in many areas. 


Gambian Party Delegation Arrives for Consultations 
AB202147 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 20 Dec 87 


[Text] A 20-member delegation of the PPP [People’s 
Progressive Party] of Gambia, led by Minister Seku 
Sabally, arrived this afternoon in Dakar in line with 
periodic consultations between Senegal and The Gambia 
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within the PPP-PS [Socialist Party of Senegal] perma- 
nent committee. The delegation was welcomed by Mr 
(Mohamed Juradi), the committee’s cochairman. 


Togo 


Eyadema Returns From Antibes, Paris 19 Dec 
AB191529 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1230 GMT 19 Dec 87 


[Excerpt] After 10 days of absence, President Gnas- 
singbe Eyadema returned to Lome this morning from 
Paris. The head of state went to Paris after the 14th 
Franco-African summit on |! and 12 December in 
Antibes. [passage omitted] 


Eyadema Meets GUNT Official, U.S., French Envoys 
AB241455 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1230 GMT 24 Dec 87 


[Text] Togolese Head of State General Gnassingbe Eya- 
dema this morning received a GUNT delegation led by 
(Ibrahim Mala Mahamat), the GUNT minister of infor- 
mation; the U.S. ambassador to Togo, His Excellency 
David Korn; and Georges-Marie Chenu, the French 
ambassador to Togo. The head of state first received the 
GUNT delegation that in addition to (Mr Mahamat) 
included (Yousouf Malai), member of the Supreme 
Council of the GUNT revolution. At the end of the 
meeting, Mr (Mahamat) declared to newsmen that his 
delegation’s visit was airned at speeding nationa! recon- 
ciliation in Chad. 


[Begin recording} Our visit is part of our efforts to bring 
about national reconciliation in Chad [passage indis- 
tinct] and we discussed the national situation with Pres- 
ident Eyadema. We also took this opportunity to [pas- 
sage indistinct]. [end recording] 


The head of state then received the U.S. ambassador to 
Togo. He told newsmen that he came to brief President 
Eyadema on the Reagan-Gorbachev Washington sum- 
mit which resulted in the agreement to eliminate inter- 
mediate-range nuclear missiles. 


The last audience was granted to the French ambassador 
to Togo. The French diplimat held talks with President 
Eyadema on the recent Franco-African summit which 
took place in Antibes as well as the forthcoming meeting 
in Lome next year of the France-Togo joint commission. 


END OF 
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